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The Word of the Lord from Luke 24: “And they remembered His words.” This is the Word of the 
Lord. 

 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 

 
I. 

For all the joyous celebration that Easter brings, there’s a whole lot of puzzlement and perplexity 

in our Gospel lesson for the Feast of the Resurrection. There’s not a single person in the first twelve 
verses of Luke 24 who isn’t confused and bewildered. 

 
Look at the women at the start of the text: Mary Magdalene, Joanna and Mary the mother of 

James are named, and there are also the other women with them. At the break of the first day after the 

Sabbath, a whole group of women has started out for the tomb, and it’s no mystery why they’re going. 
They’re carrying the spices they’ve prepared—they intend to care for Jesus’ dead body properly before He 

is entombed forever. There’s no hope or expectation of anything different. He was alive, and then He 
died. That’s what always happens. If they can get the stone rolled away, they’re going to pay their final 

respects.  
 

But the stone is rolled away already, and inside they cannot find the body of the Lord Jesus. It’s 

gone. That’s perplexing enough: who would have taken it? And why? Now, add some fright to their 
confusion: two men stand by them, with no hint of how they got there. Their robes are dazzling in 

appearance, not just white but radiating—angels reflecting the glory of God. The women are terrified and 
bow their faces to the ground. This is not what they expected. 

 

Is it better or worse? Hard to say. Jesus’ body is gone, and they’re inside a tomb with two 
frightening men.  

 
What does all of this mean? 
 

One of the angels speaks. He says, "Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, 
but has risen. Remember how He told you, while He was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be 

delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise." That’s why. That 
explains it. Christ is risen from the dead. His body has life again. That’s why He’s not in the grave. 

 
So the women remember. Hearing the Lord’s Word from the angels, they also remember the 

Word straight from Jesus’ mouth back in Galilee. He told them all of this would happen—this is all 

according to plan. They remember. It “clicks.” They believe. 
 

It doesn’t happen right away. From the Gospel of Mark, we know that the women flee from the 
tomb, astonished and afraid. The News is too Good to believe—at least by their own reason and 

strength; but the Lord’s Word gives faith along with knowledge, and they eventually believe and tell the 

disciples and the rest.  
 

One might expect a happy turn of events as Jesus’ closest followers hear the news; but they 
don’t believe it either. They dismiss the news as an idle tale, as nonsense. Take it to heart: when the 

eleven first hear the Word of the Lord about the resurrection, they don’t believe it. Peter rises and runs to 
the tomb. He stoops down and looks in, and he sees the linen cloths by themselves. He marvels, but that 



doesn’t mean he believes: you can just as well marvel at tornado damage as you can at a miracle. All 

Peter knows for sure is that the body is gone. Maybe someone took it…but who would unwrap it and 
leave the cloths behind? And what of the women’s “idle tale”?   

 
Confusion and perplexity reign. 

 

At least, they do for a little while; but you know the story doesn’t end there. Christ will appear to 
them that evening, showing them His hands and His side. And where the women believed from the Word 

they remembered, the risen Lord will speak peace to His disciples and give them faith by His Word, too.  
 

Christ is risen from the dead. He is risen before His people know it. He is risen before His people 
believe it. He is risen to give them faith and life; and so He is risen for you. 

 

II. 
No one said that everything would make sense if you are a Christian. Well, somebody probably 

has said that, but they’re wrong. Don’t be surprised if you find yourself bewildered and puzzled and 
confused from time to time—whether it be matters of faith or matters of life or whatever. 

 

But this you know for sure—of this you can be certain: Christ has died and Christ is risen from 
the dead. You haven’t seen Him face to face yet, but He tells you it is so in His Word. Faith comes by 

hearing, not by seeing; and as the resurrected Jesus said to Thomas, “Blessed are those who have not 
seen, and yet believe.” That’s you. 

 
So don’t take confusion or bewilderment about life to be a sign that you’re without faith. It’s very 

possible to be both confused and a believer at the same time. Most of all, though, be on guard against 

those foes who would try to confuse you about Christ’s resurrection. 
 

Every year, news magazines and TV specials try to, um, “help” us celebrate Easter by special 
reports on “the real Jesus,” the “real Jesus” being not the One proclaimed in the Bible. The articles and 

documentaries will proceed to tell you why the Bible can’t be trusted, and why Jesus didn’t really rise 

from the dead. You can probably even find some nice theories on what really happened to His body after 
He was laid in the tomb. Thus the world says to Christians, “Rejoice this Easter! He’s not really risen, and 

you have no hope!”  
 

It is a curious double-standard on the part of the world. Usually, when an old manuscript is 

found, the world applauds it as a clear window to the past; and when the manuscript is critical of 
Christianity, it is deemed to be especially precious. Scripture must be the best preserved record in 

history, verified by so many witnesses; and yet the world dismisses it as unreliable.  
 

Not that the world makes a whole lot of sense when it argues against Scripture. Where many 
willingly concede that one named Jesus died, they deny that He rose again from the dead. Let us look at 

this as an example. If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, then what did happen to the body? Clearly, 

somebody took it, but who? The disciples would have the most to gain by faking the resurrection; but to 
disable the guard, break Pilate’s seal and steal the body would invite a very violent, very bloody Roman 

response. There would be eleven crosses on Calvary in no time. But no such response is found in any 
historical record. The Pharisees would have nothing to gain by stealing the body: if nothing else, they’d 

only want Jesus removed from the tomb to prove He was still dead, and faking a resurrection would be 

extremely counter-productive. The Romans certainly wouldn’t do so: they want peace, so furthering 
factions among the Jews by saying Jesus was alive wouldn’t be in their interest either. The empty tomb 

doesn’t make sense, unless Jesus is risen from the dead. 
 

It is the same with the argument that Jesus didn’t really die, but three days later was feeling 
good enough to reappear to His disciples. That’s some recovery right there, especially considering that 



spear in the side, but the same questions still apply—why didn’t the chief priests or the Romans go after 

Him again? 
 

Dear friends, the world doesn’t have much use for Christ’s death and resurrection. To be kind, we 
can say that the world is perplexed about such things. People like to understand what they believe in—

they want to believe it when they see it; and when then reject something as unbelievable, it is often with 

contempt for what they reject. The fact that the world thus rejects the atoning death and resurrection of 
Christ should come as absolutely no surprise to you and me, because without God-given faith it is 

impossible to believe in Christ. The women at the tomb didn’t reach the right conclusion until the angels 
spoke that faith-giving Word to them. The disciples didn’t believe for a while, even after the women told 

them the Word. As long as the world rejects the Gospel, it will always question the resurrection of Christ, 
and that’s no surprise at all. It can be no other way. 

 

This also defines evangelism for us, does it not? We proclaim Christ crucified and Christ risen 
from the dead, knowing that it will not make sense to those who do not believe. Therefore, we’re not 

surprised when we seem to make little headway. But that Word gives faith, and to all who believe, it is 
the power of salvation. Furthermore, this encourages us to persist at the task of proclaiming the Gospel 

and comforts us as we pray for friends and loved ones who do not yet believe—for if the eleven 

considered it nonsense for a while on the first Easter, we know that sometimes it takes time, but that the 
Word is not proclaimed in vain. 

 
But along with the world’s perplexity and rejection of the faith, there’s enough other stuff to 

bring you puzzlement and doubt, too. The problem for you is not just that you can’t currently see the 
risen Christ, but also that you can see all sorts of trouble. You can see natural disasters around the world 

and unemployment figures to add a general malaise. You can see the pink slip in your hand, the lab 

results with the troubling indicators, the rejection letter from the college you were hoping for. You can 
see the co-worker who makes your life miserable, and you can see the empty places where friends and 

loved ones used to be but aren’t anymore. Your conscience can see your past sins and transgressions, as 
well as the lingering damage they have done. 

 

You can see an awful lot of stuff that seeks not just to confuse your life, but also perplex your 
faith. Those various sights and sufferings would seek to leave you troubled and doubting that the Lord is 

really there. The devil would use them to make you feel like those women, bowed down in grave, but 
without the angels to send them on their way.  

 

If Satan cannot use them to attack your faith, he will use every last one of those trials to distract 
you from the cross and make you forget or reject the resurrection. Forewarned is good, but the battle will 

grow long and wearisome anyway when it extends as far as you can see.  
 

But you do not live by what you see. Facing Satan, Jesus once quoted His own Word to say, 
“Man shall not live by bread alone[, but by every Word that proceeds from the mouth of God].” And as 

the Lord sent angels to tell the women, so He still sends messengers to you to say, “Do not be afraid.” 

 
So, do not be afraid. Christ is not among the dead, but among the living. He is risen from the 

dead and He is the Life of all the living. The world’s skepticism and doubt certainly doesn’t prove that to 
be true, but neither does it impeach that truth. The Lord’s truth remains, and He declares to you that the 

tomb is empty. He is risen, never to die again. 

 
Do not be afraid, for the joy of Easter Sunday is not just that Jesus died and Jesus rose, but that 

Jesus died for you and Jesus rose for you. He has borne your sin to the cross, and He has suffered for it 
there. He has died your death and been laid the tomb, but now the tomb is empty. So will yours be, for 

Christ is risen to raise you, too. He declares that He no longer holds your sins against you, because they 
are gone. He has taken them away in death, and He has not brought them back with His resurrection. So 



where your sins would confuse you as to God’s attitude toward you (whether or not He loves you), do 

not be afraid. If God has paid such a price as to sacrifice His own Son to redeem you, He has nothing but 
grace and mercy, love and life for you now. 

 
Do not be afraid, for risen Lord has not forsaken you. He who has accomplished your salvation 

still sits at His Father’s right hand to intercede for you, to watch over you. Some of your days on this 

earth will be like the first day of the week before the angels arrived, where you only have bits and pieces 
of information and don’t know what to make of it all. Some of your days will be like Holy Saturday, 

perplexed and disappointed, and wondering where to go from here. And some days will have all the 
appearance of Good Friday, where death and despair look to reign supreme. But do not be afraid. Christ 

has died and Christ is risen for you. While your afflictions and enemies can put on a good show to upset 
your eyes, Christ speaks His Word into your ears to tell you He has conquered all of your enemies. If they 

are to do any real harm, they have to go through Him to get to you. They cannot, and so they are 

conquered enemies, permitted to howl for a while so that you might be reminded to look to Christ and 
the life that He offers. He has wrapped you in His own righteousness by baptism, for there you already 

died with Him and you are risen with Him. He feeds you with His holy Supper, His risen body and blood. 
And He speaks His Word to you: the Word that comforted the women at the tomb. The Word that 

brought the disciples back to faith. The same Word that brought Lazarus out of His tomb. The same 

Word that will call you out of yours. 
 

Dear friends, as long as you are in this world, there will be confusion and perplexity. But for you, 
there need be no fear—not of what it ultimately means. Beyond all the bewilderment, you’ve got God’s 

Word on it that Christ has died and Christ is risen from the dead, never to die again. And if Christ is never 
to die again, there is not one moment or situation in your life where He is not using all things for your 

good. His victory is your victory, because you are forgiven for all of your sins. 

 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 

 
 

 


